; The Clipper Visits
Marie Heiblinger

BY JUDY FOLEY

Marie Heiblinger arrives at her Duxbury coffee
shop every miorning at 4:30, walkmg the half-mile
from the So. Station St. home she shares with her
son, Leo. At 2:30 every afternoon, she returns on
foot waving to passersby who spot the familiar
ﬁgure on her daily trek. The routine is repeated 7
days a week, regardless of weather. During the Great

“Blizzard of ’78 she- arnvcd in:a police cruiser. The
- rest:of-the-east coast may have: shut down, but Marie
= served breakfast. !
= .?Mar:e s coffee shop is an institution in Hall’s Cor--
. mer,. .and so is its proprietor. Austrian-born Marie has
" been serving-breakfast .and lunch to local patrons .
- ‘here for over 10 years. Inside the corner shop of the -
»old Cushing building, she works behind the counters
i hned with faded red walls.-- dashmg about.the kit-
: —chen, filling dishes and cups, ~greeting most
-.‘customers by name, her heavy German accent stlll
~'dotted with broken English. )

“The shop is due to close when her lease’ explre&next
_ October. The brick building, jts painted storefronts ’
© peeling, was recently sold to Tom O!Brien and David

-Chase of Chase Realty in Hingham, and plans have
“.been-made. to renovate the cntxre‘a structure. The
_realtors told-Marie restaurant insurance is steep and
. her:doors-will:close next year.

The news has disappointed local residents. “They
-‘:_threaten to show up:at my house for breakfast.”” But
" she will not.relocaté. ‘‘I’m 67,” she says casually,

peering through- thick glasses. ““My son says T’'ve
worked for 50° years and that's long enough.” She:
* mentions a possible. trip to Europe ‘‘to. clear the .

- mind,” then shrugs. “‘All my life, I’ve been liké a

" ball on the street. Somebody has kicked the ball here
oL, there Perhaps the ball will be kicked again.”’

. She never asked for the'events that shaped. her life:

.-war, “revolution and political upheavals in Europe.

- “The only thing I ever asked for was a passport from

Czechoslovakia to join my son in the U.S.”’ She
“ waited 16 years for that.

# But fi rst the story goes back to Vienna, where.she

was born:in 1913 “After World War I, hcr father, a
- ‘native Czech, moved his family to Praguc when she

-was 7. She offers few details of.-her early life. Her

- mother died at.48. -Her: f{ather, a . mathematics
profegsor ‘worked until “héiwas. 72§and remained ac-
- tive in his 90’s. *‘I went to school, married; had.a son
- and; worked? 2, ~The subject -of. her ,husb'and:i was
dismissed with a ane “Th(,y _On t-need” to __now
- ‘about:that:” :
"% Shelivedin Commumst Prague untll she emlgrated =
‘the: .S in*1964¢ ““I was mever political. You -did -
your" job.“You  stayed* silent."They ‘didn’t ‘botheér *

' She worked for the state-owned auto dealer-
p¢M0toteckna -for 19 years. “‘The state gave you-
ob: There was no chon,e They decided where
jere needed, ‘and that’s where you went.”” She
: ack: - “Of course, 'there ‘was no unem-
sloyment:-And: you never worried about losing your-
]Gb You wcre never fired,;; unless you made a senous

A

;iag: 'she .talked about her shop s 1mmment -
-closing,.she spoke of her nelg‘tbor at the coffee shop,
“Frank~Glidden;’ who' runis: the ‘auto”body shop mnext
-door.. “I—Ie’S'SO and-has. afamﬂy to support. He has
Naip 0.~ He's fooking ™ for & mew shop. -
. B y : im;: ‘Any luck? Now I _]USE look :
.‘and he gestures N M
Her tlnck accent ‘became:i more 1ndrscermble ”He
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happen m;Prague “She: <1,
this'is-the System: ‘in:this country ;It is a.new. owner,

who hay’ the hght to do what:he wants. But.I have not

ough o;’;understand it For me, it

~do esn't: matter.
conslderﬁtxon. 2

ot:in‘the: o‘mmumty Par- :

ty there Was.no; chance to study:: Hé knew-this.-He
watched as:a friend, who: wanted to: be an engineer,
was given a;job. peelmg furs.”” . B

Leo obtained a 2-month:passport. to wsxt relatxves
in ‘West Germany, and. never. retiurned. ‘The
authorities questioned Marie and told her to.call him
back, ‘‘but. they gave me no :trouble.”- From-West
'Germany, he arranged-for sponsors to the- U.S., and
eventuallyxcame to study at MIT. He: works . as an
engineer fora Swedlsh firm and travels frequemly to
Europe.-
~ He mamed settled in . Duxbury, a.nd had a
daughter. ‘fI-sat in Prague, - by myself, a miserable
grandmother,” ‘Marie: said. ‘She:; apphed for- per- -
. mission: to- leave’ Czéchioslovakia but: was demed
“‘During thie: cold-wars nobody;;could come,or go.”’
She -persisted;. :because; at Certain: times. authormes
" relaxed the. regulations - -and :if:she  was lucky, they -
would let-hér go:-It wes 16 years before she got lucky. '
In 1964, she’was given permission to- Jom ‘Leo:.She
" had-to‘giye up all:lret: possessxons, turning them over_ -
to.the' gd'\’(emment infwritmg: :She-managed to bring .-
. onhe -paifiting . by Hurka; a;Eufopean- artist, and a.
collection“of native crystals “Everytlnng else-was .
leftbehmagé" S D

; ’érandnlmther who

. andﬁweanl‘atensh it Tt e e
:  ‘When'shelearnéd that EugeneRedlon wa!'. logkmg;‘.'
= forhelp, -§hé senthertdaughter-m-law, :Gloria;.to talk- .

: “*Tell hi ear: glasses an;l Iﬂspeak; .

nice tea.”’ .She: had

¥ nevér-heard! ‘ofiiced ffee ABut.the people..

. were! so~pauentan ‘kirids Not-in:Austria,. Germany, )
Czechoslevakm“'dldl find peopIe sohelpf LR
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“Oh'iya“”;‘slte said

°~

- 10n&Women*ﬂ’domg “what" we can. 1 -Leo “Jr.,;»now.

The next year the shop was for sale - ““There; goes e LT
my job,” she told .her son: Leo, negotiated” with' '
Redion and bought the shop. *‘Then I.became. the-

- owner,”’ she said. ‘I run the business by myself and .

when I say. somethmg wrong, they. can’t correct me.
We just laugh.’ :

Marié¢ has: managed the coffee shop since. The-
coolung isidone by her and Elli¢ Glass who-*‘comes'in
faithfully every day" like clockwork,’’ she said..“‘Two -

student. at:DHS;* who stafds inches :over: his. gran-:
ei;shelps-out.on: :weekends. Her granddatight
is studymgfballet “ifi. Connecticut. She ‘has" watch
them'both grow tomaturity.- - e,
- For now;: it’s busmess-as—usual at the coffee shop.*
as she waits for her lease to'expire. The patrons who:-..
have beén coming:in for more than 10 years still stop
at. Marie’s. for breakfast, -workers. still make.it:the.

. spot for their coffee break-and:lunch.- Jack-Horner;.» - :

who’s been:coming in for-8 years,\saxd Marxe s frie )
‘dly handling of -all: hér, custoitiers has:given hec:a.: = -
special place’among rwdents ““And-she makes: the v
best soft scrambled- eggs-I've found anywhere," h'e :
said over a lingering ciip of coffee. - L
She characteristically- leaves the future to fate
““Who knows? I riever thought I’ would haye'come:to? -
this point. As a child; I never thought I- wonld travel
awdy from - my: parents’ home, and “heri
Aimerica, No fortune teller ev_er,told
coffee shop, or be makm muffis
things I never heard of: like
It’s easy to bet her« 3
sedate.-She shows no sighs
‘ting retirement, She'is, 4t 67;
Thé ball is stiré' to bounce: agam:< s
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